IS    POLAND    LOST ?

Relations between England and Danzig were
very intimate, dating back for some centuries.
For a long, long time England had been import-
ing via Danzig corn, and particularly wheat, for
its city dwellers, as well as stout Polish oak for
the masts of her ships, and had supplied in return
fine cloth and produce from her colonies. Under
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, George Carrew
voyaged to Danzig as her emissary to assure the
city of her favour and to convey to it the granting
of important trading facilities. That was in the
year 1598, Later, Danzig sent a mission of its own
to King James I. Although there were cases of
sharp conflict between England and Danzig aris-
ing from commercial competition, these were soon
settled. In the year 1631, an English delegation
concluded a satisfactory trade agreement with the
Danzig Senate, while in 1668 the Danzigers
secured from the Stuart King Charles II an
interpretation of the Navigation Acts particularly
favourable to them. In 1706 John Robinson,
plenipotentiary ambassador of Queen Anne, was
sent to Danzig, where he concluded a very favour-
able agreement which governed the economic
relations between England and Danzig for a whole
century and which, remarkably enough, has not
been abrogated to this day.

It was only natural, therefore, that Danzig
should approach the British Government. The
Polish Ambassador in London, M. Bukaty, was
able to convince the Government that Frederick's
design was not only to impoverish and starve out
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